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US President Trump to attend roadshow,
'Howdy Modi'-like event in Ahmedabad
AHMEDABAD: US President

Donald Trump, during his India
visit, would participate in a
grand roadshow in Ahmedabad
and also tour the Sabarmati
Ashram and inaugurate a
newly-built cricket stadium
here with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, sources said.

He is likely to visit
Ahmedabad on February 24,
they said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said he is
"extremely delighted" that
Trump and his wife Melania will
visit India later this month and
added that they will be
accorded a memorable
welcome.

"Our nations are
cooperating extensively on a
wide range of issues. Robust
friendship between our nations
augurs well not only for our
citizens but also for the entire
world," he tweeted.

During his visit to Modi's
home state Gujarat, Trump
along with the Indian Prime
Minister would participate in a
grand roadshow, planned
along a 10-km decked-up

stretch from the Ahmedabad
airport to the Sabarmati
Ashram, they said.

The US president would
then visit the Sabarmati
Ashram, which served as
epicentre of the country's
freedom struggle during
Mahatma Gandhi stay there.

Trump and PM Modi would
later inaugurate the newly-
constructed Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel Stadium in the city's
Motera area and address a
gathering, likely to be attended
by over one lakh people, the
sources said.

The mega event at the

stadium will be similar to the
"Howdy, Modi!" event held in
the US last year, they said.

PM Modi and Trump shared
the stage at the "Howdy Modi!"
gala event in Houston in
September last year and
addressed a record crowd of
50,000 Indian-Americans.

Citizens here have dubbed
the upcoming visit of the US
president at the Sardar Patel
Stadium as "Kem Chho,
Trump!" (Howdy Trump) event,
the sources said.

The stadium at Motera has
a seating capacity of 1.10 lakh,
more than the Melbourne

Cricket Ground in Australia, an
official earlier said.

The Ahmedabad Municipal
Corporation has issued an
order assigning duties to its
officers for the roadshow
preparations, the sources said.

The civic officials have been
asked to arrange transportation
and parking for those invited
for the Motera stadium
inauguration, they said.

The White House on
Monday announced that Trump
will visit India from February
24 to 25.

Earlier, Chinese President Xi
Jinping, Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe and Israeli
PM Benjamin Netanyahu were
accorded a grand welcome in
Ahmedabad during their visits
between 2014 and 2018.

The three leaders had also
visited the Sabarmati Ashram
with Modi and paid respects to
Mahatma Gandhi.

In view of the US president's
upcoming visit to Ahmedabad,
the Gujarat government on
Tuesday rescheduled tabling of
the state budget in the
assembly to February 26.

40 lakh Assamese-speaking
Muslims may get ‘ethnic tribe’ tag

GUWAHATI: The Assam
government is likely to give
"ethnic tribe" nomenclature to
four groups of Assamese-
speaking Muslims living in the
Brahmaputra Valley who were
earlier cal led indigenous
Muslims. These people do not
have any history of migration
from erstwhile East Pakistan.

"We have proposed to
replace 'indigenous' with
'ethnic tribe' because Assam so
far has no official definition of
who is an indigenous
Assamese," said Assam
minorities development board
chairman Muminul Aowal. He
added that the four
cummunities - Goria, Moria,
Desi and tea tribe Jolha - are
already recognized as more
other backward classes
(MOBC).

"They are about 40 lakh in
number," said Aowal.

But the proposal has not
included the Maimal group of
Muslims, which are Bengali-
speaking, in the "ethnic tribe"

Muslim community. "The
Maimals are in the Barak Valley
and the government wil l
consider their case later. At this
moment, we are talking of only
those in Brahmaputra Valley,"
Aowal added.

New nomenclature awaits
CM's nod

He added 'Desi' and 'Ujani'

groups will be clubbed as Desi
while the Sayed group will
included in the Goria group.

These group of Muslims
trace their lineage to the 15th
century and majority of them
took to Islam by conversion
between 13 and 17th century,
Aowal said, adding, "None of
these groups can be called

migrant Muslims. The Gorias
and Morias worked for the
Ahom kings and the Desis were
originaly Koch-Rajbongshis
who converted to Islam. Those
following Islam among the
people brought by the British
from the Chota Nagpur plateau
to work in tea gardens
comprise the tea tribe Jolha."

The new nomenclature
now awaits the approval of
the chief minister and will be
done before the start of the
socio-economic census.
Aowal said the Census
operation to be carried out by
state home and minority
welfare department will be
completed before the next
assembly election due early
next year.

The migrant Bengali -
speaking Muslims, which
comprise more than 63% of
the state's total Musl im
population, have always been
the block around which
electoral battles have been
fought in the state.

Huge win in Delhi ensures AAP its
Rajya Sabha presence till January, 2030

NEW DELHI: Getting a
huge number of seats in Delhi
Assembly means the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) will get all
three Rajya Sabha seats from
the Capital city for the second
time and ensure its presence
in the Upper House till January
2030.

Though the election to
Rajya Sabha seats from the city
is due only in January 2024
when the incumbent three AAP
members retire, the poor show
of BJP in Assembly polls won’t
get the party even a single seat
in Upper House from Delhi.

Under a formula to win a
Rajya Sabha from Delhi, any
political party would require
minimum 19 MLAs in the
Assembly to secure a single
seat. With the BJP being not
near this number, the AAP will
bag all the three seats like what
it did in January 2018.

Currently, the AAP has
Sanjay Singh, Sushil Kumar
Gupta and Narain Dass Gupta
as its MPs in the Upper House
where the ruling NDA has long
been struggling with majority
mark on its own.

Though the BJP has
improved its Rajya Sabha tally
over the past four years and
became the largest party in the
Upper House with 82 members
on board, its journey to
majority mark was halted by
the party’s defeat in Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Chhattisgarh.

Still, the NDA could manage
crucial bills including the
Citizenship (Amendment) Bill in
the House with the support of

friendly parties such as BJD,
YSRCP and AIADMK.

With three MPs on board,
the AAP currently has more
members in the House than
many political parties such as
TDP, YSRCP, CPI and PDP.

The BJP is ,  however,
expected to  ga in  good
numbers, especially from
Uttar Pradesh, when the
Upper House wi l l  go for
biennial polls in March-April.
Over 70 seats will go vacant

in Rajya Sabha this year.
Uttar Pradesh, where the
BJP has a huge ta l ly  in
Assembly, alone will see 10
vacancies.

Muslims shift fully to AAP
despite Cong's CAA stance

NEW DELHI: Delhi's
Muslims have traditionally
voted for Congress but shifted
allegiance to the fledgling AAP
in 2013. The support, which
became more pronounced in
2015, appears to have become
absolute now. On Tuesday, as
results of the 2020 Delhi
Assembly elections were
announced, this was most
glaringly evident at Okhla.

AAP's Amanatullah Khan,

who received more than 1.3
lakh votes, defeated BJP's
Braham Singh by a margin of
71,827 votes, one of the
biggest in this election. In the
2015 Delhi Assembly elections,
Khan had defeated Singh by a
margin of 64,532. While the
margin by which Khan had won
last time was also huge, the
biggest difference has been in
the fortunes of Congress.

In 2015, Asif Mohd Khan of

Congress had garnered 20,135
votes but this time three-time
Congress MLA Parvez Hashmi
got just 5,107 votes. In the
Muslim-dominated Okhla
constituency, Khan got 66%
vote share, while the once
popular Congress got just
2.5%!

Okhla is important as
Shaheen Bagh, epicentre of
the protests against the anti-
Citizenship Amendment Act, is
part of the constituency. While
AAP focused on the
development plank, Shaheen
Bagh was used as a polarising
poll plank by BJP across the
city. AAP didn't take a clear
stand on the anti-CAA protests
and kept a safe distance from
Shaheen Bagh while Congress
was vocal against CAA and
NRC. In its manifesto,
Congress had promised to pass
a resolution in Delhi Assembly
against CAA and ask the central
government to withdraw it. It
had also promised that if it
came to power.

LPG price hiked by Rs 144.5 per cylinder
NEW DELHI: Cooking gas

LPG price on Wednesday was
hiked by a steep Rs 144.5 per
cylinder due to spurt in
benchmark global rates of the
fuel.

But to insulate domestic
users, the government almost
doubled the subsidy it provides
on the fuel to keep per cylinder
outgo almost unchanged.

LPG price was increased to

Rs 858.50 per 14.2 kg cylinder
from Rs 714 previously,
according to a price notification
of state-owned oil firms.

This is the steepest hike in
rates since January 2014 when
prices had gone up by Rs 220
per cylinder to Rs 1,241.

Domestic LPG users, who
are entitled to buy 12 bottles
of 14.2-kg each at subsidised
rates in a year, will get more

subsidy.
The government subsidy

payout to domestic users has
been increased from Rs 153.86
per cylinder to Rs 291.48,
industry officials said.

For Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana (PMUY) beneficiaries,
the subsidy has increased from
Rs 174.86 to Rs 312.48 per
cylinder.

After accounting for the

subsidy that is paid directly into
the bank accounts of LPG
users, a 14.2-kg cylinder would
cost Rs 567.02 for domestic
users and Rs 546.02 for PMUY
users.

The government gave out
8 crore free LPG connections
to poor women under PMUY to
increase coverage of
environment-friendly fuel in
kitchens.


